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TRANSPORTATION PIONEERS TO TAKE "FINAL FLIGHT" OVER BOSTON

One hundred years after Orville and Wilbur Wright first took flight, Ravi Jain and Stefan Economou, stalwart transportation pioneers, will embark on the "Final Flight" on the elevated I-93 highway, before it closes permanently over the weekend.  The two Boston men made international news in January by being the first regular passengers through the I-90/Massachusetts Turnpike extension and followed that up with a controversial photo-finish first over Boston's Leonard P. Zakim bridge in March.  Jain and Economou will navigate Economou's 1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass Custom Cruiser over the city, clad in flight goggles, scarves and jackets. A coin flip will determine the operator of the vehicle.  Sonia Targontsidis, a photographer and videographer, will accompany the two.

"We Want to Honor a Spirit of Adventure"

Jain and Economou first gained attention in 1999 when they inaugurated the Leverett Circle Connector, the first completed section of the Big Dig. In 2000, joined by John Carrera, they heralded the launch of Amtrak’s Acela train, riding from Washington D.C. to Boston, as an orange flight-suited trio named “3Speed 2000.”   In 2001, Jain and Economou dispensed potatoes to fellow passengers aboard Amtrak's first Downeaster train from Portland to Boston. Jain has also pioneered transportation systems abroad, most notably the massive cable-stayed bridge connecting Denmark and Sweden, in 2000.

While their prior achievements have always occurred at the front, the two speak about this weekend's quest to be last.  "100 years after two men first took flight," explains Jain, "and 50 years after this elevated highway opened, we want to honor a spirit of adventure and commemorate this piece of Boston's history with suitable respect."

"We want to be the last ones" adds Economou, "that have the privilege of driving through the heart of Boston with this wonderful vista before them.  And we'll treasure every moment of it. "

Jain, a 32-year old multi-disciplinary artist, interprets the transportation feats as part of an ongoing conceptual art piece.  He was the winner of Boston’s Bromfield Art Gallery's 2001 solo artist competition and presented “The Museum of Transportation Pioneering,” a multimedia installation that encapsulated the transportation triumphs.  

Jain received his Master’s of Fine Arts degree from the Massachusetts College of Art in 2001, in their Studio for Interrelated Media (SIM) program.  He has been profiled in the Boston Globe, The San Francisco Chronicle, newenglandfilm.com and numerous arts publications.  More information can be found at http://www.ravijain.org and by contacting Jain at ravi@ravijain.org or (617) 596-2997.
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