FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 20, 2003

TRANSPORTATION PIONEERS TRIUMPH -- LAST ON BOSTON'S ELEVATED HIGHWAY

Ravi Jain and Stefan Economou, perpetual transportation pioneers, made history once again on Saturday when they were the last car to drive on the elevated 93 highway over Boston.  Joining the two intrepid travelers in Economou's 1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass Custom Cruiser was Sonia Targontsidis, a photographer and videographer. Peter Demarco, an independent journalist writing for the Boston Globe, and Laurie Swope, a freelance photographer hired by the Globe, traveled with the band of pioneers as they slowly traversed the empty highway. 

"So Long Blue Sky!"

Jain and Economou first gained attention in 1999 when they inaugurated the Leverett Circle Connector, the first completed section of the Big Dig. This past January they were the first to drive through the I-90 extension connecting the Massachusetts Turnpike with the Ted Williams Tunnel.  In March, they raced Economou's Yamaha motorcycle onto the Zakim bridge for a thrilling 'photo-finish' first.

While these prior achievements have always occurred at the front, the two decided to be the last ones to travel the historic elevated highway that snakes through downtown Boston.  

"This whole project is coming to a close," explained Jain in a profile published in Saturday's Boston Globe, "it's kind of our way of saying goodbye."  As Economou slowly drove over the abandoned roadway, Jain sat halfway out of the car and screamed, "So Long Blue Sky!" several times.

 Exclusive Video at ravijain.org
An erroneous Associated Press report indicated another car had been anointed last on the highway, but there was no sign of any other vehicular traffic on the roadway.  Jain has edited together his rough footage for viewing on his web site at http://ravijain.org (QuickTime plug-in required).  The video clearly shows Big Dig personnel confirming that Jain and Economou were indeed last on the decades old structure.

Jain, a 32-year old multi-disciplinary artist, interprets the transportation feats as part of an ongoing conceptual art piece.  He was the winner of Boston’s Bromfield Art Gallery's 2001 solo artist competition and presented “The Museum of Transportation Pioneering,” a multimedia installation that encapsulated the transportation triumphs.  

Jain received his Master’s of Fine Arts degree from the Massachusetts College of Art in 2001, in their Studio for Interrelated Media (SIM) program.  He has been profiled in The Boston Globe, The San Francisco Chronicle, WBUR's Weekend Edition program, the WB in the Morning program, newenglandfilm.com and numerous arts publications.  More information can be found at http://www.ravijain.org and by contacting Jain at ravi@ravijain.org or (617) 596-2997.
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